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Forum Five
Proclamation for the Ottoman Empire
	The Ottoman Empire attempted to unify and modify the empire by making numerous constitutional reforms comprised a modern army and banking infrastructure. The military was structured to align with Western model after the declaration of Nizam-1 (New Order) (Lumen, n. d).  Also, the empire decriminalized homosexuality, and numerous religious reforms allowed secular laws. Besides, the Ottoman Constitution empowered the citizens since it provided more liberties to the masses. State institutions were rejuvenated to hold more authority; therefore, mitigating civil intentions that had disrupted the harmony of the empire. The Young Turk Revolution was initiated to make the empire great again after a series of political and economic instabilities. The proposed modifications aimed at giving the empire competitive and political advantages over European giants such as France, Britain, and Russia. The empire had challenges of protecting herself against external attacks and she was defeated and dissolved between 1908 and 1922.
	The Constitution ought to respect the autonomy of the national will. In this regard, every citizen was accorded equal rights and liberties regardless of their nationalities or religious orientations. All Ottomans were viewed as equal under the Constitution; therefore, they were privileged to rights and freedoms (Fordham University, 1908). Consequently, every person was eligible for government positions based on their education and individual capacities. Also, Islam faithful had the same rights provided by military law. The Second Constitutional Era gave the Ottoman citizens glimpses of hope, and it sparked the Turk Revolution. The revolution aimed at restoring the Ottoman constitution of 1876 to promote multi-party political system. Consequently, the empire was able to develop political and social systems that empowered the people by improving their wellbeing.
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